198                            DUCK SHOOTING.

in two with a sword; at this exercise, one of the
most difficult for a novice, Mahomet Ismael Khan
was again undefeated. The night had now come
upon us, so we returned to our tents and got
ready for dinner.

The tigers in this particular district seemed very
shy, and we had to content ourselves for the most
part with small-game shooting. There was a tank
six or seven miles off which afforded us good sport
with duck and snipe. We shot several kinds of
the former, viz., the great Indian grey ducky

!

pintail, whistling teal, and common teal. All are
good eating except the first, which is coarse and
fishy. - The inhabitants of the village close to the
tank came out in force to stare at us, most of them
never having seen a sahib before., I went up to
one boy to examine a silver ornament round ;his
neck, but he ran away screaming as if in dread of
His life. This state of things will soon come to an
end, for the railway is fast approaching, and in
another thirty or forty years all the novelty and
charm of India will be at an end, when the